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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, September 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York 

and via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina D. Picinich  

   Deputy Mayor Anthony C. Markus 

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David J. Squirrell 

 

Also Present:   Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

                  Absent:    Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer  

Trustee Peter F. Grunthal 

 

 

 

7pm Regular Meeting 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for 

the pledge of allegiance.    

 

 

7pm Regular Meeting 

 

Public Hearing – Gas Powered Leaf Blower Legislation  

Call in# 646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that the meeting starts with an extension of a 

public hearing in regards to gas powered leaf blower legislation.  She wanted to note a 

change in Section 77-7. f. which says that all gas powered leaf blowers would be 

prohibited after January 1, 2030.  The majority of the Board had agreed that they would 

not include that here so that would be stricken.  The most up to date information is 

currently online to view.  She opened the public hearing for comment. 

 

 Mr. Rhodes began by saying that this is a complicated issue and that the Board 

received a fairly long letter from the Conservation Advisor Council (CAC) with all the 

points that the group thinks are important especially in terms of restoring the original 

dates and cut off times in the bill because, as was stated, it is more of a matter of public 

health and public convenience in their opinion.  They also have received that excellent 

white paper from Lilian Burgler which he thinks was an amazing piece of work with all 

the citations, peer reviews, medical evidence, and so on, and he is sure that has been 

reviewed.  Specifically, he wanted to say that at the last meeting he had made some 

comments and he thinks they were misunderstood because he was not trying to frame 

this in any way a situation where it is was residences against businesses.  He thinks that 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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it is a public health issue and that any business impacts are secondary to that public 

health issue.  He thinks that the Board should prioritize the health of residents over any 

business issue in terms of profitability or related things.  He thinks that Lilian’s white 

paper pretty conclusively showed that there is consensus in the medical community 

including Harvard Medical School, Presbyterian, and a few others cited, that these gas 

powered leaf blowers, especially the two-stroke ones have a measurable and significant 

negative effect on both the hearing and respiratory health of people in the vicinity of 

where they are being used.  In his opinion, to delay the summertime ban, he believes it 

is two years, and the two-stroke ban for an even longer period of time relative to the 

original proposal is virtually certain to result in additional loss of hearing and respiratory 

illness for our residents.  Restoring the original deadlines that were in the first draft of 

the proposal of this law, even if it saves even one child or senior citizen from serious 

medical consequences, he thinks will far outweigh any of the business consequences that 

were mentioned by some people even though he disagrees that those are as severe as 

stated.  The health issues really have to trump any minor business issues and returns on 

investments.  He hopes the Board will talk about that and think about restoring those 

deadlines purely for public health reasons.  He appreciates all the work that has been 

done on this and knows it has been a very complicated and difficult issue.   

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell to 

keep this public hearing open until the next meeting scheduled for Monday, October 4, 

2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

 Trustee Schleimer made a note that there should be something to recognize the 

federal holidays in the text rather than call them out by name.  

 

  

Sustainable Westchester Update 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that Paul is here tonight from Sustainable 

Westchester which is an aggregator of energy and works to promote and support clean 

and renewable energy.  Those residents that are in the boundaries of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco as well as 40 municipalities across Westchester are automatically registered 

to purchase power through Sustainable Westchester, although you can choose to opt 

out.  Here in Mount Kisco you can also opt into purchasing the green option and there is 

also an opportunity to purchase solar and a variety of other programs.  

 

Mr. Paul Presendieu presented the following: 
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Deputy Mayor Markus asked where to find the app.  Mr. Presendieu replied that 

the app could be found in the Google Store or the Apple Store and would require 

residents to enter in their ConEd account numbers.  

 

Mayor Picinich asked that this information be shared with the next mailing to 

ensure that everyone is aware of this technology.  

 

Trustee Schleimer asked if residents who opted out previously would have to opt 

out again when the contract is renewed.  Mr. Presendieu replied that it is only for current 

participants who are in the program; right now they are encouraging people to opt back 

in as well as residents who might be eligible to enroll through mailers.   

 

1) Communications: 

a. Thank you letters 
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b. Nursing Scholarship Walk request – Sunday, October 24, 2021 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to approve the Lion’s Club request to hold a scholarship walk on Sunday, October 

24, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

 

 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting September 20, 2021 16 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

a. Economic Development Council  

 

Mr. Keith Ferguson, chair of the Economic Development Council (EDC) presented 

the new www.Biglittlevillage.com website that will be housing all the “fun” stuff to do 

around town.  He went over how residents or businesses can request to be featured, add 

events and other information on the website.  He also showed the Board a video that will 

be used for marketing purposes.  The video highlights reasons to visit, shop, eat, play, 

and live in the Village and it also highlights reasons to invest in Mount Kisco which 

included the concept of Kirby Commons.    

 

Mr. Ferguson continued by stating that the EDC can help to better market the town 

which is the intent of this site, they can highlight the building department and some of 

the demographics, but frankly, every town around us can highlight those same things.  

Without Kirby Commons, we really don’t have anything truly unique to explain why 

someone should invest in Mount Kisco versus the other towns in the area. Chairman 

Ferguson went on to express his frustration with the Board on voting down Kirby 

Commons and the potential investors who have stopped inquiring about Mount Kisco.  

 

 Trustee Squirrell began by saying that going back to the video presented, he is not 

sure that it reflects the multicultural value of Mount Kisco.  Secondly, in regards to the 

website which looks great, will that be entirely bilingual to allow our Spanish speaking 

residents participate.  Mr. Ferguson replied that the website has the ability to be read in 

Spanish as well as Italian.   

 

Mayor Picinich also wanted to point out that the flyers that are going to all the 

businesses and organizations on how to participate are bilingual.  She also wanted to 

point out that not every organization or business in the Village is part of the Chamber of 

Commerce so this provides a free marketing opportunity for every business and 

organization in the Village.  

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. ARPA Funding presentation 

 

Mr. Brancati presented the following: 
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 Mayor Picinich wanted to point out that there are four (4) areas in which Mr. 

Brancati wanted to focus these funds.  We have to look at things that are not recurring 

expenses to add to budget because this is a one-time funding opportunity.  One thing 

that had been talked about was providing free Wi-Fi access in the downtown area.  

During the pandemic we saw students not being able to connect online so being able to 

provide internet access in areas of the Village would be a benefit to many.  The question 

for the Board to consider is if the Board is comfortable moving in this direction or are 

there other areas or projects where they would like to see this funding used.   

 

 Trustee Squirrell suggested that a work session be scheduled to discuss this and 

to allow any Board member to bring forth any additional projects for consideration of this 

funding.   

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus thinks that the Village should use these funds in areas and 

for projects where they have not already allocated resources.  He thinks that Village 

wide Wi-Fi sounds like it would be beneficial to many residents.  He thinks these funds 

are unique in terms of the fact that they are a one-time influx and to the degree that 

this Village is run by this Administration and Board which is fiscally prudent and safe; 

they should look at other ideas and invest in areas that they normally would not invest. 

 

 Trustee Schleimer thought it would great to post this presentation on the Village 

website or make it available for residents to see.  She agrees that a work session is a 

good idea.  She also thinks that members of the community who could look at this and 

could see where funds could be spent may have creative ideas and help broaden their 

thoughts.  Trustee Schleimer thinks that this a real gift to the Village.  She likes the Wi-

Fi idea, but is not sure what the cost of that would be or if there are other buckets where 

this funding might be useful.   

  

b. Board Vacancies 

 

Mr. Brancati announced that there were vacancies on the Architectural Review 

Board, Board of Assessment Review, Conservation Advisory Council, Leonard Park 

Committee, Landmark and Historical Preservation Commission, and Tree Preservation 

Board as well as alternate positions on the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals.  

He advised residents interested in serving on any of these boards to forward a letter 

along with their resumes to the Village Manager’s office by November 1, 2021.  
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c. Mobile Passport Reminder 

 

Mr. Brancati advised residents that the mobile passport office would be visiting 

Mount Kisco on Monday, September 28, 2021 between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. in 

front of Village Hall at 104 Main Street to assist anyone looking to submit a new passport 

application.  They will also be taking pictures, assisting with renewal applications, and 

offering notary services free of charge.  

 

d. Bond Results 

 

Mr. Brancati stated that bids came back for the Village’s Bond Anticipation note as 

part of the Water Capital Plan.  We had borrowed $4M last year, that note came due and 

we took another note for a total of $10.3M, the low bid came from JP Morgan with a net 

interest rate of .19% on that amount for the year for a total net interest cost of $19,789 

which is a great rate.  He thanked Village Treasurer Robert Wheeling and Deputy Village 

Treasurer Alexandria Graniero for their work on this matter.  
 

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus began by saying Septemberfest was a wonderful event and 

he thanked the Chamber of Commerce and all the volunteers for their hard work on 

making it a success.  He thought that it demonstrated our great community.  Deputy 

Mayor Markus also wanted to thank the predecessor Boards for giving the public the 

opportunity to look at them through a professional and wonderful Board room for all the 

Boards that sit in that room, it is done with a great deal of respect and dignity and it is 

wonderful to be sitting there for some years.  Deputy Mayor Markus also wanted to bring 

up some economic development ideas.  He complimented the EDC and Mr. Ferguson for 

putting together a wonderful website and working as a team for this Village to develop 

the businesses and the vitality of this community.  He also thinks some of the things he 

spoke about in terms of partnership with the Village, it is important to note that they 

have been a huge partner.  If you travel downtown you will see the beginnings of the 

streetscape project with new curbing, sidewalks, and pavers trying to engage on the 

beautification of that project.  We have seen the Adopt-an-Area program grow and add 

pockets of beautification throughout town.  He thinks that this Village Board looks 

forward to working with the EDC and is always open to hear new ideas and ways to 

make things happen in Town.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that she thinks the EDC website listing the 

calendar of events will be a wonderful addition to the Village.  When she was raising her 

family in Mount Kisco she found a community calendar that was for the County, but to 

have one specifically for Mount Kisco is a wonderful plus and hopes people use it.  She 

continued on to say that there is a presentation on October 15th online and in person on 

Common Scams and Frauds: How to avoid being a victim and where to go for help.  This 

is being presented by the Assistant Attorney General at the Senior Center in New Castle.  

Trustee Schleimer went on to say that the CareMount Flu Vaccine program is in full 

swing for those interested in getting their flu shots.  She also wanted to mention some 

things that residents have mentioned to her; one of the questions on the streetscape is 

there are so many double telephone poles, will we be replacing those at the same time 

so we do not have to go back and redo the sidewalks.  The other issue that was raised 

before is the traffic light at the corner of Route 133 and South Moger Avenue is backing 

traffic up Kisco Avenue and it is a question of timing.  This light has been talked about 

through the Comprehensive Plan discussions, through Kirby discussions, for years; it is 

only getting worse and residents are finding that it is taking longer and longer to get 

through the Village and that is a problem.  Trustee Schleimer also received a letter from 

Ruth Moy, a concerned Village resident, about Branch Brook being stripped bare of 

vegetation on its banks which is a matter of concern for the environment and public 

health.  The shrubs and plant life at a certain height intimidate Canadian Geese from 
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flocking to the area and leaving feces all over the place.  This is a concern, especially in 

Leonard Park where our children play.  We do not want them to be exposed to geese 

feces containing hazardous bacteria which can cause dangerous disease.  She also 

wanted to mention that there are newer rules on Westchester Co-ops, particularly since 

Mount Kisco is home to a number of co-ops.  What they have done in the County is 

unusual and has not been done elsewhere, they recently passed additional rules that 

mandate co-op boards and their representatives to disclose the financial requirements 

for purchase and that they give rejected purchasers a written response stating reasons 

for being rejected.  Trustee Schleimer also made mention of the Health for Life program, 

a free program to help manage chronic conditions.  She also wanted to remind residents 

that Senior Law Day returns September 30th in Hartsdale, Medicare enrollment 

workshops are starting up during the open enrollment period, and FEMA has funeral 

assistance for people who passed away due to Covid-19.  Trustee Schleimer also made 

mention that there is zoom training available for seniors in their homes as well as help 

for caregivers through a one-on-one program to meet the needs of the people they care 

for.  

 

Trustee Squirrell began by saying he wanted to echo some of the comments in 

regards to Septemberfest.  His family participated in all three days of activities and each 

day enjoyed a different aspect of it.  He encouraged anyone who missed it to make sure 

to come and enjoy it next year.  He continued on to say that the presentation from the 

EDC had a lot to take from it, but one thing in particular is that the goal is inclusion.  He 

encouraged any business in town to reach out to the EDC and the Chamber of 

Commerce to be a part of this site and should also be a call to action to any business in 

town who feels they want to be more involved in Village events.  Trustee Squirrell 

continued to say that he received communication from former Deputy Mayor Farber and 

read an email that had to do with some of the preparation for Septemberfest.   

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that currently in Westchester County there are 

2,285 active Covid cases with 15 within the Village.  She is happy to share that 82% of 

residents in the Village have received at least one dose of the vaccine.  Pfizer is 

submitting an application to enable 5-11 year olds to be eligible to receive the vaccine.  

Mayor Picinich wanted to remind everyone that in accordance with CDC guidance, masks 

are encouraged indoors even for those who are vaccinated.  She continued on to say 

that the NYS Emergency Rental Assistance Program is for those who are unable to pay 

their rent due to Covid and there is relief that continues to be offered.  She also 

mentioned that FEMA is providing funding for those who cannot recoup losses through 

insurance as a result of Ida.  Mayor Picinich went on to express her appreciation to all 

those who made Septemberfest so wonderful; the Chamber of Commerce which leads 

this event and facilitates it entirely, the Mount Kisco Volunteer Ambulance Corps, the 

Westchester County Police, the Mount Kisco Fire Department, and all the other 

volunteers.  The Mount Kisco 5k ran without a hitch with 600 runners registered.  Mayor 

Picinich also advised any of the Mount Kisco youth that might be interested in 

volunteering to assist with the Recreation Youth Basketball program to contact George 

Price.  She also mentioned that the Farmer’s Market returns this weekend and will be a 

monthly activity.  Mayor Picinich also wanted to point out that she was able to visit Chief 

Kisco at the artist’s studio and it looks remarkable.  The hope is that he will be able to 

return to the Village by the end of October and we will set a date for a rededication of 

that statue along with a historical marker and plaque to give some history on the Native 

American Tribes that once lived in Mount Kisco.  Mayor Picinich wanted to add comment 

to the bi-annual cutting of the Branch Brook no-mow zone; although they have already 

responded to some people who voiced concerns she wanted to advise residents that the 

no-mow zones are scheduled to be cut twice a year and for the past couple of years it 

has only been cut once.  The important thing to keep in mind is that all that vegetation 

will be pulled out within the next four (4) weeks in accordance with the streetscape plan 

for Shopper’s Park and also advised that the Village Planner Jan Johannessen was onsite 

to oversee this project.  The vegetation will be replaced with low-growing plants to avoid 

having to mow in the future.  
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6) Old Business: 
 

7) New Business: 

 

a. Tax Settlement – Mount Kisco Country Club 

 

Mr. Singleton advised the Board that he has spent a lot of time trying to settle 

this property.  The Mount Kisco Country Club is partially in Mount Kisco and partially in 

New Castle.  He explained that the assessment methodology for country clubs has 

changed.   

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to accept the following settlement for the Mount Kisco Country Club: 

 

Assessment Year Reduced From  Reduced To  Amount of Reduction 

2017   $400,000  $230,160  $169,840 

2018   $400,000  $232,400  $167,600 

2019   $400,000  $220,360  $179,640 

2020   $400,000  $212,511  $187,489 

2021   $400,000  $243,287  $156,713 

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

  

b. Bid Award Contract 2021- 03 – Byram Lake Water Main Replacement 

 

There was a discussion amongst the Board in regards to when the work would 

begin.  They were advised that even if this was awarded tonight, the work would likely 

not commence until the early spring of 2022, but once started, it would take most of the 

year to complete. The way this project is designed it will be done in sections so that no 

one loses water service throughout the course of the project.  

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to award Contract 2021-03 – Byram Lake Water Main Replacement project to 

Joken Development Corp. with a bid amount of $6,464,815.00; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to pay the bills as submitted on September 16, 2021 for the months of July and 

August 2021 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 189,856.30 

Water Fund      $ 188,324.89 

Sewer Fund      $     5,473.52 

Library Fund     $     9,722.41    
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Capital Fund      $ 230,112.69 

Trust Fund      $     7,582.00 

    TOTAL   $ 632,021.81 

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following bills: George Arco cleaning-pointed out that 

the company has sold, was advised that it is something they are looking at it; Griffin, 

Kugel and Horton, this was a tax settlement previously approved; MacKenzie Electric, 

this is for work for the temporary generator for the firehouse; Westchester County 

Finance-election costs, this is what we pay the County to run the elections; Young 

Sommer- CERCLA litigation- requested money spent to date on this matter which is 

$206,125.60 with up to $150,000 being covered by insurance; Atlantic Testing-VH 

elevator, was advised that we are on budget and looking at the end of October for 

completion of that project; BJB Construction-VH renovations, advised they are the 

contractors for the elevator project; Fire watch vendors- this is payment for the 

members of the fire department who were on fire watch during some of the construction 

period in VH but will be charged back to the contractor; Document Conversions- this is a 

continuation of the scanning project; Install Fire alarm system- new system put in as 

part of the renovations in VH.  

 

9) Minutes: 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 9:30 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307

